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In April 2014, the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) initiated the Midtown Alternatives Analysis (AA) Study. 
The Study’s focus is: to examine transit needs and the potential for providing a higher quality transit service 
within Midtown Memphis and surrounding neighborhoods. The Study will carefully consider how both existing 
and potential transit customers in Memphis access destinations such as places of employment, educational 
centers, shopping and other daily needs. 
 
This Study will build on MATA’s existing Short Range Transit Plan for improved transit service city-wide, focusing 
specifically on new or expanded types of transit service in and around Midtown. A key element of this Study will 
be examining the specific travel needs of existing MATA customers, as gathered through the Memphis 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Mid-South Regional Travel Survey. That survey included a Transit On-
Board Survey of all existing MATA routes, gathering information on origins and destinations of MATA’s ridership, 
and created a demographic profile of their customers. 
 

 
 
PUBLIC INPUT TO THE MIDTOWN AA STUDY 
Input from transit riders, residents, and other stakeholders throughout the study area (shown above) is essential 
to shaping effective transit solutions with the community. MATA will offer a variety of venues for the public and 
interested organizations to provide input throughout the planning process. MATA has convened a Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) to provide input on the goals and objectives of the Study. The Committee includes 
representatives from the transit riders union, businesses, community groups, and citizens representing various 
sectors of the community. MATA held the first in a series of public meetings for the study last summer, with over 
35 participants from the community in attendance. MATA and the project team will be taking updates on the 
project back to the community this spring, and meanwhile are seeking input from residents and stakeholders 
throughout the study area. 
 
  

Figure 1: Existing MATA Transit Service in the Midtown AA Study Area 
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DEVELOP AND EVALUATE ROUTE OPTIONS 
A range of route options through Midtown Memphis will be evaluated for their ability to meet the community’s 
goals.  After listening to stakeholder comments and ideas and evaluating a broad range of initial options, the 
project team will advance a set of reasonable alternatives for further analysis. Ultimately, MATA and the 
community will select the most viable option, the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA). The LPA should advance 
the project goals and objectives, including:  
 

 Provides the best access to key attractions and advances the community’s vision; 

 Provides an opportunity to complement existing bus service and allows for future extensions; 

 Has great potential for transit-supportive development along its corridor; 

 Has the lowest potential for negative environmental impacts to the community. 
 

In summary, the LPA is the route and technology which best connects neighborhoods, existing businesses and 
key destinations, while promoting future development and economic growth in desired areas. 

 
DETERMINE WHAT THE NEW SERVICE WILL LOOK LIKE 
The Study will also evaluate a range of modal options, or types of transit vehicles, as shown below. It will answer 
the question:  What transit technology is best suited for the corridor(s)? The Study will determine and compare 
the costs and benefits of operating an extension of the existing trolleys, a modern streetcar or bus rapid transit 
(BRT) along the recommended route.   

 
Trolleys Modern Streetcars Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

 

  
Improvements/extensions to existing 
MATA trolleys/buses could be 
recommended as an option to continue 
the operations of transit service in the 
study area as they do today. 
 

Modern Streetcars provide 
economic development and place-
marking benefits that are not as 
easily achieved with bus service.  
Operating in street traffic on rails 
embedded in the road, streetcars 
would complement existing bus 
service 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) uses rubber-
tired vehicles with a higher level of 
service than traditional buses; stops 
may offer “station-like” level 
boarding; service could use dedicated 
bus-only lanes; or traffic signal 
priority could extend green lights for 
buses.   
 

 
 
ELEMENTS OF FURTHER STUDY 
Three critical elements of the Study will be evaluated going forward. These are: Refinement of Reasonable 
Alternatives, Conceptual Design and Financial Strategy. These elements will involve projecting future ridership; 
evaluating traffic and parking impacts; assessing noise, vibration and other potential environmental impacts; 
defining streets and station stops for the final alignment; identifying suitable location for a potential vehicle 
maintenance facility (if MATA’s existing facility is not adequate); determining the conditions of utilities, bridges, 
and structures along the route; developing capital and operating cost estimates; estimating potential economic 
development impacts; reviewing potential federal, state, local and private funding sources; and developing an 
implementation plan for the Locally Preferred Alternative. 
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1. Jackson Avenue 

2. North Pkwy, Summer Ave, Walnut Grove loop 

3. North Pkwy, Summer Ave, and Johnson St loop 

4. Poplar Ave, Cleveland St, North Pkwy, and Walnut Grove Rd loop 

5. Poplar Ave, Cleveland St, North Pkwy, and Johnson Ave loop 

6. Poplar Ave, East Parkway, and Airways Blvd 

7. Poplar Ave 

8. Poplar Ave, Cooper St, and Poplar Ave 

9. Madison Ave, Cooper St, and Central Ave 

10 .Union Ave, Cooper St, and Poplar Ave 

11. Union Ave and Poplar Ave 

12. Union Ave, Cooper St, Poplar Ave, and Central Ave (Fairgrounds) 

13. Union Ave, Lamar Ave, and Southern Ave 

14. Union Ave, Lamar Ave, and Park Ave 

15. Union Ave and Lamar Ave 

16. Union Ave, Lamar Ave, and Airways Blvd 

17. Walnut Grove Rd 

18. Union Ave, Peabody St, Central St, Cooper St, and Lamar Ave 

19. East Parkway and Airways Blvd 

20. Union, Bellevue, Elvis Presley Blvd, Airport 

21. Cleveland St, Elvis Presley Blvd, and Brooks Rd 

22. Elvis Presley Blvd via Union Ave 

23. Elvis Presley Blvd, Bellevue Blvd, and Watkins St 

24. Cleveland St, Bellevue Blvd, and McLemore Ave 

25. Cleveland St, Bellevue Blvd, Wellington St, and Vance loop 

26. Fairgrounds and U of M via Central Ave and Union Ave 
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